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DebConf has become one of the most important conferences on my annual
calendar, and has inspired me over the last two years to become more
involved with Debian. Debian is one of the most democratic and egalitarian
software freedom communities in existence today. DebConf, as an annual
event, showcases that community and enables it to flourish. DebConf16
was no exception. I encourage anyone who wants to examine first-hand a good
model of a functioning Free Software community to attend DebConf.
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I have to say networking was the highlight of DebConf for me. Before at-
tending, I had only been in contact with 3 people that were at the con-
ference, and those 3 had been virtual contacts, I didn’t really know them.
[...] I got to meet lots of people that way, met some Debian contributors from
my home country (Brazil), some from my current city (NYC), and yet others
that had similar interests as I do who I might work with in the near future.
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As Debian Account Manager, DebConf is a priceless opportunity for me to
handle sensitive matters face to face, in an appropriate setting. Over
time there will be several such issues accumulating that cannot easily be han-
dled via email.
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Supporting DebConf is important to Hewlett Packard Enterprise because it’s
such a fantastic and productive conference! For us, DebConf is a great venue
to meet and work with Debian Developers. DebConf is where the Debian
community comes together to discuss problems, ideas and plans, and
everyone goes home with new connections, new ideas, and lots of energy.

(32#% DebConf ¥ Hewlett Packard Enterprise i & & EEREE & K4S 2
JEHEYF > BEAENMAE | BIIM2KE > DebConf ZF (ML Debian Fi##E €
HFEEVE KU B#% - DebConf & Debian t1EBR7E—iEit:aRIRE - A8 X B EH
B BEANEREGHEER I NBRR G  HriEED R FE i E) )y o )

Martin Michlmayr, Hewlett Packard Enterprise

Sponsoring DebConf has benefited Bytemark in two ways: 1) it puts our
brand in front of exactly the right crowd and 2) it allows Steve, the Debian
developer on our staff, to keep in touch with the project that we rely on so
heavily. We support DebConf because it supports us.
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Matthew Bloch, Bytemark Hosting

Sponsoring DebConf helps us to get the recognition we need from inside the
Debian Project. It is astonishing how many potential employees, partners and
even customers are aware of our sponsorship activities at DebConf. We even
got a couple of exciting job applications only through DebConf.
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